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EESA Research into Earth’s Microbiome
EESA researchers are working to accurately predict how microbes impact terrestrial ecosystem function and 
enable translational ecology approaches that integrate fundamental discovery and multi-scale sensing and 
simulation capabilities into solutions for enhancing ecosystem function and health.

These scientists are at the forefront of fundamental advances to discover, measure, and simulate how microbial 
communities interact across trophic levels and with their environment. Such discoveries reveal how as catalysts 
for key biogeochemical processes microbes are, in effect, the engines sustaining Earth’s biomes. We leverage 
interdisciplinary expertise in microbial biology and soil science, geophysics, remote sensing, and ecosystem 
ecology to the study of microbe behavior at the scale of single microbial genomes to entire ecosystems.

For more information, contact Eoin Brodie at elbrodie@lbl.gov or Romy Chakraborty at rchakraborty@lbl.gov

Berkeley Lab Earth-Microbiome Research at a Glance

Microbes are the most abundant and diverse 
lifeform on Earth. In fact, there are as many 
microbes in a square meter of soil as there are stars 
in our galaxy. With better understanding of how 
microbes interact across all of Earth’s compartments 
to influence ecosystem functioning, scientists 
can respond to environmental challenges in ways 
that address protecting our fuel and food supplies, 
environmental security, and personal health.

EESA researchers discovered that as plants develop they craft their root microbiome, 
favoring microbes that consume very specific metabolites. Their study could help  
scientists identify ways to enhance the soil microbiome for improved carbon storage  
and plant productivity.

bit.ly/2pVMyUP

Scientists are conducting field and laboratory experiments and computational modeling 
to understand the role of microbial communities in stabilizing soil organic matter under 
different water availability conditions in tropical soils. The results of this project will 
increase our understanding of the effects that microbes have on the global geochemical 
and nutrient cycles. 

bit.ly/2OTlBJM

An EESA study uses field experiments, laboratory studies, and DNA sequencing
approaches to examine how microbial processes, biogeochemical transformations, and
hydrology interact during permafrost thaw in Alaska to determine how these factors
drive biogeochemical cycles in Arctic soils.

bit.ly/2Lfh57N

One of the 17 U.S. Department of Energy national laboratories, Lawrence 
Berkeley National Laboratory was founded in 1931 on the belief that the 

biggest scientific challenges are best addressed by teams.

eesa.lbl.gov 
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